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Information for visitors

The Emajoe Suursoo nature centre of the State Forest
Management Centre (SFMC/RMK) is located on the banks
of the Emajogi River close to the village of Kavastu. It is
easy to access by land and water, and its history recalls
the important role the Emajogi played as a shipping river.
At the end of the 14™ century the fortress Varbek (known
also as Uus-Kastre) was constructed here to defend
Tartu’s Episcopal castle, doing so with varying success
until the river battle of the Great Northern War of 1704. At
the end of the 18™ century a tavern was erected from the
ruins of the fortress, which came to be called locally as
the Kantsi tavern. The tavern remained open until the
1920s, after which the building was abandoned.
Construction of an ecological reserve centre commenced
on the site of the inn in 2001. The building was
completed in autumn 2004 and now houses the RMK
Emajoe Suursoo nature centre, which provides exhibits
on the wetlands and nature education activities, as well
as operating as a RMK information point. There is a
traditional Estonian swing next to the building as well as
areas for barbecue and camping.

A nature trail highlighting the natural environment along
the bank of the Emajogi river starts at the nature centre.
The trail turns off into the valley flat and the low-lying
marsh hayfields adjacent to the river, before following
the old winter trails through the bog birch groves back to
the river. The trail is 3 kilometres long and a combination
of wooden walkways and woodchip paths. There are rest
stops along the trail as well as a small viewing platform.

There is an 8-metre tall viewing tower on Pedaspaa Bay
from which you can observe migratory birds. The tower is
reached by taking the Virvissaare road out of Meerapalu
illage. There are barbecue and camping site in the
age of Virvissaare itself. The reserve is also meant to
be used by those on the water, with sheltered rest areas
with spots for barbecues on Ottissaare island and along
the Emajogi River where it meets the Koosa River.
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RMK Emajoe-Suursoo nature center in Ravastu
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Emajde Suursoo
Nature Reserve

Agency responsible for the reserve: g@
Jogeva-Tartu region of the L% KESKKONNAAMET

Environmental Board @@

Aleksandri 14, 51004 Tartu
Telephone: +372 730 2240
E-mail: tartu@keskkonnaamet.ee

www.keskkonnaamet.ee ﬁ ZZA

Agency responsible for visits to the
reserve:

Nature Management Department of
the State Forest Management Centre

(SFMC/RMK)
Tooma kiila, Jogeva vald, 48432
Jogevamaa
www.rmk.ee
RMK Emajoe Suursoo nature center _‘r“‘
and information point, Kavastu kiila, P
Luunja vald, Tartumaa, phone +372 E‘
6767 999, NATURA 2000

emajoe-suursoo.looduskeskus@rmk.ee

Text: Elo Raspel
Photos: Jaanus Jarva
©Environmental Board 2009
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Estonian biggest freshwater fish Wels catfish is under protection

Visitors to the reserve should bear in mind that:
® picking berries and mushrooms et al is permitted

® fires may be lit and tents pitched only in the designated
areas

[
motorboats can only be used on the rivers and Lakes Koosa

and Kalli, while boats without motors can be used on all
waterways

@ when travelling by boat you must wear a life vest, pay due
courtesy to other users of the waterways and avoid
damaging the shoreline

@ in addition to ordinary fishing restrictions, temporary bans
are in force in the Emajogi delta up to the beginning of the
Koosa River from 1 May to 15 June, as well as on the Koosa,
Kargaja, Agali, Kalli and Kaevandu Rivers in the channel
linking Lake Leegu and the Kalli River, in the Ahja River delta
up to Lake Laaniste Ahijarv, and on Lakes Laaniste Ahijarv,
vongjarv, Koosa, Kalli and Leegu from 1 May to 25 May

@ driving and cycling is allowed on marked roads and in car
parks

® you must always keep dogs on a leash
@ you must take all rubbish with you when you leave
@ by moving about quietly you will hear and see more

@ if you notice any damage, call 1313

Blooming cranberries




